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OXYGEN ABSORBING AGENT AND
METHOD FOR STORING THE SAME

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an oxygen absorbing agent.
More specifically, the present invention relates to an oxygen
absorbing agent that can absorb and remove oxygen evenin a
low-humidity atmosphere, and a method for storing the same.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

One of techniques for preserving foods, pharmaceutical
products and the like is preservation utilizing oxygen absorb-
ing agents (oxygen scavengers). Specifically, the preservation
utilizing oxygen absorbing agents is a technique in which an
oxygen scavenger capable of absorbing oxygen in atmo-
sphere, together with an object, is placed within a hermeti-
cally sealable packaging body, and the inside of the hermeti-
cally sealable packaging body is brought to an oxygen-free
state to prevent an oxidation-derived deterioration, a fungal
deterioration, discoloration and the like of objects.

Oxygen scavengers formed of various inorganic materials
and oxygen scavengers formed of various organic materials
have hitherto been proposed for the removal of oxygen in
atmosphere. Examples thereof include oxygen scavengers
comprising inorganic main agents, for example, iron or other
metal powders, sulfites, bisulfites, and dithionite, and oxygen
scavengers comprising organic main agents, for example,
L-ascorbic acid, erythorbic acid and salts thereof, saccharides
such as glucose, and reducing polyhydric alcohols such as
cathecol and pyrogallol.

These conventional oxygen scavengers, however, suffer
from a problem that, in use, when a material that can supply
water or moisture does not exist, an oxygen scavenging capa-
bility high enough to be used for practical use cannot be
provided. Specifically, in conventional oxygen scavengers, an
oxygen scavenging capability high enough to be used for
practical use cannot be provided without mixing of the mate-
rial with water or moisture retained thereon, for example,
compounds containing water of crystallization, in use, or
utilization of water vapor released from foods or the like to be
preserved. Accordingly, difficulties have been encountered in
applying conventional oxygen scavengers to pharmaceutical
products or dried foods that should be used or preserved under
drying conditions, or to storage of metal products that are
weak against water or moisture without rusting.

Accordingly, oxygen absorbing agents that do not require
moisture in oxygen absorption have been demanded in these
applications. Oxygen absorbing agents reported as meeting
this demand include, for example, oxygen scavengers com-
prising cerium oxide utilizing oxygen defects as a main agent
(Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 185653/2007),
oxygen scavengers comprising titanium oxide containing
oxygen defects as a main agent (Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 104064/2005), oxygen scavengers compris-
ing a metal subjected to hydrogen reduction as a main agent
(Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 277148/1987),
and oxygen scavengers that utilize autoxidation of organic
substances.

Among the above oxygen scavengers, oXygen scavengers
disclosed in Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
185653/2007 and Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open
No. 104064/2005 utilize rare metals as starting metals that are
rare and expensive. Further, the rare metals should be
obtained through import from foreign countries, and, thus,
depending upon further situation development, there is a pos-
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sibility that the purchase of stock is varied, making it impos-
sible to provide stable amount of production. Accordingly,
these oxygen scavengers are not always satisfactory from the
viewpoints of cost and stable supply of the rare metals. The
oxygen scavenger disclosed in Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 277148/1987 requires the provision of a large
hydrogen reduction equipment in the production thereof and
thus cannot be simply produced and, at the same time, cannot
be said to have good handleability in the atmosphere. Fur-
thermore, the oxygen scavenger utilizing autoxidization of
the organic substance utilizes an oxidation reaction of the
organic substance as the main agent, posing a problem of a
by-product produced after oxygen absorption.

Accordingly, there is still a demand for an oxygen absorb-
ing agent that can absorb oxygen in the atmosphere even in a
moisture-free or substantially moisture-free atmosphere, is
advantageous in stable availability of starting materials at low
cost, is substantially free from the problem of the by-product,
and is not necessary to provide a large apparatus for hydrogen
reduction as an incidental equipment.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Documents

Patent document 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open No. 185653/2007

Patent document 2: Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open No. 104064/2005

Patent document 3: Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open No. 277148/1987

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present inventors have now unexpectedly found that a
metal obtained by removing only aluminum from an alloy
composed of aluminum and iron or an alloy composed of
aluminum and nickel using an aqueous sodium hydroxide
solution can absorb and remove oxygen in an atmosphere,
even in a moisture-free or substantially moisture-free atmo-
sphere having a humidity of not more than 30% RH (25° C.),
on the same level as conventional oxygen scavengers. Con-
ventional oxygen scavengers (oxygen absorbing agents),
when absorb oxygen utilizing the oxidation reaction, utilize
moisture (for example, humidity of not less than 60% RH
(25° C.)) in the atmosphere or moisture that has been retained
within an oxygen absorbing agent packaged bag per se. Ithas
been found that the use of the metal found by the present
inventors can allow oxygen in the atmosphere to be absorbed
without need to utilize the moisture. It has also been found
that, in the production of the metal, starting metals used are
relative inexpensive and can be expected to be stably sup-
plied, and a by-product is hardly produced. The present inven-
tion has been made based on such finding.

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an oxygen absorbing agent that can absorb oxygen in the
atmosphere even in a moisture-free or substantially moisture-
free atmosphere, is advantageous in stable availability of
starting materials at low cost, is substantially free from the
problem of the by-product, and is not necessary to provide a
large apparatus for hydrogen reduction as an incidental equip-
ment.

The present inventors have made further studies and, as a
result, have found that the above metals, even when stored in
water at room temperature, have a very high level of oxygen
absorption activity and thus undergo a lowering in oxygen
absorption activity with the elapse of time. For example, a
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metal obtained by removing only aluminum from an alloy
composed of aluminum and nickel using an aqueous sodium
hydroxide solution, when stored in water for one week,
undergoes a lowering in oxygen absorption activity to about
20% of the initial oxygen absorption activity.

Methods known in the art for stably storing highly active
metals for a long period of time include, for example, (i)
storage in ethanol, (ii) storage in secondary and tertiary alco-
hols such as isopropanol and tert-butyl alcohol, (iii) storage in
a container subjected to hydrogen substitution, and (iv) stor-
age at low temperatures.

Both the storage methods (i) and (ii) use organic solvents
that are disadvantageously combustible and have a low flash
point (11° C.). Accordingly, there is a possibility of burning.
The storage method (iii) performs hydrogen substitution that
poses a problem of safety in handling. The storage method
(iv) involves troublesome freezing and thawing operation.
The operation is likely to cause loss of or a lowering in oxygen
absorption activity and incurs a high cooling cost.

The present inventors have now noticed that, when an
oxygen absorbing agent composed of the metal prepared
above is stored in water, pH of water increases with the elapse
of'time and the oxygen absorption activity disadvantageously
lowers with an increase in pH. The present inventors have
found that, when the oxygen absorbing agent is immersed in
an aqueous acidic solution and, in this state, is stored, the
oxygen absorbing agent can be stably stored while maintain-
ing the oxygen absorption activity of the oxygen absorbing
agent for along period of time. The present invention has been
made based on such finding.

Accordingly, another object of the present invention is to
provide a method for storing an oxygen absorbing agent that,
even in a moisture-free or substantially moisture-free atmo-
sphere, can absorb oxygen in the atmosphere and, at the same
time, is highly safe, is low in cost, and can stably store the
oxygen absorbing agent for a long period of time.

According to a first aspect of the present invention, there is
provided an oxygen absorbing agent comprising a metal, the
metal having been obtained by subjecting an alloy comprising

(A) at least one transition metal selected from the group
consisting of manganese, iron, platinum, and copper group
metals and

(B) at least one metal selected from the group consisting of
amphoteric metals, magnesium, and silicon
to treatment with an acidic or alkaline aqueous solution to
elute and remove at least a part of the component (B).

According to a second aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a method for storing an oxygen absorbing agent,
the method comprising:

providing an oxygen absorbing agent comprising a metal,
the metal having been obtained by subjecting an alloy com-
prising

(A) at least one transition metal selected from the group
consisting of manganese, iron, platinum, and copper group
metals and

(B) at least one metal selected from the group consisting of
aluminum, zinc, tin, lead, magnesium, and silicon
to treatment with an acidic or alkaline aqueous solution to
elute and remove at least a part of the component (B);

immersing the oxygen absorbing agent in an aqueous solu-
tion; and

storing the oxygen absorbing agent in the aqueous solution
while maintaining the aqueous solution at a pH value of 11 or
less.

According to a third aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a method for storing an oxygen absorbing agent, the
method comprising:
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providing an oxygen absorbing agent comprising a metal,
the metal having been obtained by subjecting an alloy com-
prising

(A) at least one transition metal selected from the group
consisting of manganese, iron, platinum, and copper group
metals and

(B) at least one metal selected from the group consisting of
aluminum, zinc, tin, lead, magnesium, and silicon
to treatment with an acidic or alkaline aqueous solution to
elute and remove at least a part of the component (B); and

immersing the oxygen absorbing agent in an aqueous solu-
tion containing an acid added thereto to store the oxygen
absorbing agent.

According to the present invention, there is also provided
an oxygen absorbing resin composition comprising the above
oxygen absorbing agent and thermoplastic resin.

According to the present invention, there is also provided
an oxygen absorbing agent packaged body comprising: the
above oxygen absorbing agent or the oxygen absorbing resin
composition; and a packaging material, the whole or a part of
which is formed of an air-permeable packaging material, the
oxygen absorbing agent or the oxygen absorbing resin com-
position having been packaged into the packaging material.

The oxygen absorbing agent according to the present
invention can absorb and remove oxygen in an atmosphere,
even in a moisture-free or substantially moisture-free atmo-
sphere, on the same level as conventional oxygen scavengers
and thus is suitable for use in applications where conventional
oxygen scavengers cannot be applied, for example, where the
atmosphere of the inside of packages of dried foods, pharma-
ceutical products, and electronic materials weak against
moisture is brought to an oxygen-free state.

Further, the method for storing an oxygen absorbing agent
according to the present invention can allow the oxygen
absorbing agent to be stably stored from just after the produc-
tion thereof, can allow the oxygen absorbing agent to main-
tain the same oxygen absorption activity as that just after the
production thereof even after long-term storage, and can
allow the oxygen absorbing agent to absorb and remove oxy-
gen in an atmosphere, even in a moisture-free or substantially
moisture-free atmosphere, on the same level as conventional
oXygen scavengers.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
Oxygen Absorbing Agent

The oxygen absorbing agent according to the first aspect of
the present invention comprises a metal, the metal having
been obtained by subjecting an alloy comprising, two com-
ponents, that is, (A) at least one transition metal selected from
the group consisting of manganese, iron, platinum, and cop-
per group metals and (B) at least one metal selected from the
group consisting of amphoteric metals, magnesium, and sili-
con, to treatment with an acidic or alkaline aqueous solution
to elute and remove at least a part of the component (B). The
term “oxygen absorbing agent” as used herein refers to an
oxygen absorbing agent that can selectively absorb oxygen
from an atmosphere around a place where the oxygen absorb-
ing agent has been installed.

Component (A)

The transition metal usable as the component (A) consti-
tuting the oxygen absorbing agent is selected from manga-
nese group metals (manganese, technetium, and rhenium),
iron group metals (iron, cobalt, and nickel), platinum group
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metals (ruthenium, rhodium, palladium, osmium, iridium,
and platinum), and copper group metals (copper, silver, and
gold). The transition metals may be used either solely orin a
combination of two or more of them. For example, when iron
and nickel are selected, an Fe—Ni alloy may be used as the
component (A).

The component (A) is preferably manganese, iron, cobalt,
nickel, or copper, more preferably iron, cobalt, nickel, or
copper, still more preferably iron or nickel, particularly pref-
erably iron. Among them, iron is preferred because of high
safety and low cost.

Component (B)

The component (B) constituting the oxygen absorbing
agent is selected from aluminum, zinc, tin, lead, magnesium,
and silicon. They may be used either solely or in a combina-
tion of two or more of them. The component (B) is, among the
metals exemplified as the component (B), preferably a metal
selected from aluminum, zinc, magnesium, and silicon, more
preferably aluminum, zinc, magnesium, or silicon, still more
preferably aluminum. Among them, aluminum is preferred
because of low cost.

In the preparation of the oxygen absorbing agent according
to the present invention, an alloy comprising the component
(A) and the component (B) is prepared. Molybdenum, chro-
mium, titanium, vanadium, tungsten and the like may be
further added as additive metals to the alloy. The alloy may
further comprise additive components such as cyanic acids.

The alloy comprising the component (A) and the compo-
nent (B) may be prepared by a melting method. Regarding the
composition ratio of the component (A) and the component
(B), preferably, when the proportion of the component (A) is
20 to 80% by weight, the proportion of the component (B) is
2010 80% by weight. More preferably, when the proportion of
the component (A) is 30 to 70% by weight, the proportion of
the component (B) is 30 to 70% by weight. More specifically,
for example, when the component (A) and the component (B)
are iron or nickel and aluminum, respectively, preferably, the
proportion of iron or nickel is 30 to 55% by weight while the
proportion of aluminum is 45 to 70% by weight.

The alloy as such may be subjected to treatment with an
acidic or alkaline aqueous solution. In general, the alloy is
finely ground before the treatment with the acidic or alkaline
aqueous solution. The term “alloy” as used herein refers to an
alloy having a single composition that has a specific crystal
structure, as well as an alloy mixture or a mixture of metals
per se.

The alloy may be finely ground by a method properly
selected from commonly used metal crushing/grinding meth-
ods. An example of the finely grinding method is one in which
the alloy is ground by a jaw crusher, a roll crusher, a hammer
mill or the like, and, if necessary, fine grinding with a ball mill
is further performed. Alternatively, a method may also be
adopted in which a molten metal of the alloy is finely ground
by rapid solidification such as atomization. When atomiza-
tion is adopted, fine grinding in an inert gas such as an argon
gas is preferred. The atomization may be performed by a
method described, for example, in Japanese Patent Applica-
tion Laid-Open No. 23597/1993.

The particle diameter of the alloy powder is preferably in
the range of 5 to 200 pm. The particle size distribution is
preferably as narrow as possible. Sieving (classification) with
commercially available mesh sieves (for example, 200-mesh
sieves) may be properly performed from the viewpoints of
removing large particles and providing uniform particle size
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distribution. The atomization is likely to provide near spheri-
cal powder particles and, at the same time, to provide a narrow
particle size distribution.

The alloy or alloy powder thus obtained is treated with an
acidic or alkaline aqueous solution to elute and remove at
least a part of the component (B). That is, a metal obtained by
eluting and removing at least a part of the component (B)
from the alloy is used as the oxygen absorbing agent in the
storing method according to the present invention. The acidic
oralkaline aqueous solution is not particularly limited as long
as the acidic or alkaline aqueous solution is one that does not
dissolve or hardly dissolves the component (A), but on the
other hand, the component (B) is mainly dissolved therein,
and one that dissolves both the components (A) and (B) with
the dissolution speed of the component (B) being higher than
that of the component (A). Examples of acids usable in the
acidic aqueous solution include hydrochloric acid, sulfuric
acid, and nitric acid. Examples of alkalis usable in the alkaline
aqueous solution include sodium hydroxide, potassium
hydroxide, calcium hydroxide, tetramethylammonium
hydroxide (TMAH), Na,CO,, K,CO;, and ammonia. In the
acidic or alkaline aqueous solution, a combination of two or
more of the acids or a combination of two or more of the
alkalis may if necessary be used.

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the
acidic or alkaline aqueous solution is preferably an alkaline
aqueous solution, more preferably an aqueous solution of
sodium hydroxide. For example, when aluminum is used as
the component (B), the use of an aqueous sodium hydroxide
solution as the alkaline aqueous solution is advantageous in
that the removal of excess sodium hydroxide by water wash-
ing and the removal of eluted aluminum are easy and, thus, the
effect of reducing the necessary times of water washing can
be expected.

In the treatment with the acidic or alkaline aqueous solu-
tion, for alloy powder, it is common practice to introduce the
alloy powder little by little into an acidic or alkaline aqueous
solution with stirring. Alternatively, a method may be adopted
in which the alloy powder is previously placed in water and a
concentrated acid or alkali is added dropwise to the water
containing the alloy powder.

In the treatment with the acidic or alkaline aqueous solu-
tion, the concentration of the acidic or alkaline aqueous solu-
tion is, for example, 5 to 60% by weight. More specifically,
when sodium hydroxide is used, the concentration is prefer-
ably 10 to 40% by weight.

In the treatment with the acidic or alkaline aqueous solu-
tion, the temperature of the aqueous solution is, for example,
preferably approximately 20 to 120° C., more preferably 25
to 100° C.

The treatment time for the treatment of the alloy or alloy
powder with the acidic or alkaline aqueous solution may vary
depending, for example, upon the shape, state, and amount of
the alloy used, the concentration of the acidic or alkaline
aqueous solution, and the temperature of the treatment but is
generally approximately 30 to 300 min. The amount of the
component (B) eluted from the alloy may be regulated by
regulating the treatment time.

Inthe present invention, at least a part of the component (B)
is eluted and removed from the alloy by the treatment with the
acidic or the alkaline aqueous solution. Here eluting and
removing “at least a part of the component (B)” means the
elution and removal of a part of the component (B) from the
alloy comprising the component (A) and the component (B),
as well as the elution and removal of the whole component (B)
from the alloy comprising the component (A) and the com-
ponent (B). It cannot be denied that there is possibility that, in
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the process of eluting the component (B), a part of the com-
ponent (A) is dissolved in the acidic or alkaline aqueous
solution. Accordingly, “at least a part of the component (B)”
is not limited to the elution of only the component (B) by the
treatment with the acidic or alkaline aqueous solution.

At least a part, preferably a large proportion, of the com-
ponent (B) (for example, aluminum) is eluted from the alloy
by the treatment with the acidic or alkaline aqueous solution.
The proportion of the elution of the component (B) from the
alloy can be expressed in terms of the content (on a weight
basis) (residual ratio) of the component (B) in the metal
obtained after the elution and removal.

The content of the component (B) in the metal used as the
oxygen absorbing agent (that is, the metal after the elution of
the component (B)) is preferably 0.01 to 50% by weight, more
preferably 0.1 to 40% by weight. More specifically, for
example, when the alloy is an Al—Fe alloy, the content of
aluminum in the metal obtained by eluting and removing
aluminum by the treatment with the acidic or alkaline aque-
ous solution from the alloy is preferably 0.01 to 50% by
weight, more preferably 0.1 to 40% by weight, still more
preferably 1 to 5% by weight. The content of the component
(B) (for example, aluminum) in the metal used in the oxygen
absorbing agent may be measured, for example, by an ICP
method.

The metal obtained as described above has a porous shape
(or is in a porous body form). The porous shape refers to such
a state that a number of pores having a size observable under
an electron microscope are present on the surface or in the
inside of the metal. In the present invention, the porosity in the
porous shape of the metal can be expressed in terms of spe-
cific surface area. Specifically, the specific surface area of the
metal used in the oxygen absorbing agent according to the
present invention is at least 10 m?/g, preferably at least 20
m?/g, more preferably at least 40 m*/g, as measured by a BET
method.

For example, in the present invention, when iron and alu-
minum are used as the component (A) and the component (B),
respectively, the specific surface area (measured by the BET
method) of the resultant porous metal is approximately 20 to
40 m*/g, whereas a nonporous conventional iron powder (re-
duced iron powder or atomized iron powder) has a specific
surface area of approximately 0.07 to 0.13 m*/g, demonstrat-
ing that the former is porous.

The porosity in the porous shape of the metal may also be
expressed in terms of bulk density. The bulk density of the
metal used in the oxygen absorbing agent according to the
present invention is not more than 2 g/cm’, preferably not
more than 1.5 g/cm®. Incidentally, the nonporous conven-
tional iron powder (reduced iron powder or atomized iron
powder) has a bulk density of approximately 2 to 3 g/cm®.

In the present invention, the porous metal used in the oxy-
gen absorbing agent has a high level of oxygen absorption
activity and thus may also be of course suitable for use as an
oxygen absorbing agent even under an atmosphere having a
low humidity (for example, 30% RH or less (relative humid-
ity) (25° C.)). It is needless to say that the porous metal is also
suitable as oxygen absorbing agents even under high-humid-
ity conditions (for example, under 100% RH (relative humid-
ity) (25° C.) conditions.

Accordingly, the metal obtained as described above can
absorb at least 5 mL./g of oxygen, more preferably 10 mL/g of
oxygen under an atmosphere having a low humidity of 30%
RH or less (relative humidity) (25° C.). When the metal is
used as the oxygen absorbing agent, the amount of oxygen
absorbed is 5 to 150 mL/g under an atmosphere having a low
humidity of 30% RH or less (relative humidity) (25° C.).
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Method for Storing Oxygen Absorbing Agent

After the treatment for the elution and removal of the
component (B), in general, the metal is then washed with
water. The metal or metal powder thus obtained generally
immediately undergoes a deterioration by oxidation in the air.
Accordingly, after the treatment of the alloy comprising the
component (A) and the component (B) with the acidic or
alkaline aqueous solution, caution is required so as to mini-
mize the contact of the metal and the alloy with oxygen. To
meet this requirement, the practice of a series of treatments in
an aqueous solution or water to obtain a treated metal which
as such is stored in the aqueous solution or water, or storage
under oxygen-free conditions or under an inert gas is consid-
ered effective. However, it has been found that the storage of
the metal in water causes the oxygen absorption activity to be
lowered with the elapse of time although a rapid lowering in
the oxygen absorption activity can be prevented. The storage
under oxygen-free conditions or under an inert gas disadvan-
tageously incurs an increased cost due to the necessity of
apparatuses or the like.

In the present invention, the storage of the oxygen absorb-
ing agent formed of the metal by immersing in a specific
aqueous solution which will be described later can realize
stable storage just after the production of the oxygen absorb-
ing agent, can allow the oxygen absorption activity on the
same level as that just after the production of the oxygen
absorbing agent to be maintained even after long-term stor-
age, and can allow oxygen in an atmosphere to be absorbed
and removed on the same level as conventional oxygen scav-
engers even in a moisture-free or substantially moisture-free
atmosphere.

Storing Method According to Second Aspect of the Present
Invention

The storing method according to the second aspect of the
present invention comprises storing the oxygen absorbing
agent obtained as described above in an aqueous solution
containing an acid added thereto. The present inventors have
noticed that, due to the treatment with an alkali such as
sodium hydroxide for elution of the component (B) in the
production of the oxygen absorbing agent, a metal hydroxide
such as sodium hydroxide stays within pores formed in the
metal formed by the elution of the component (B) and cannot
be fully removed after the step of water washing and the metal
hydroxide residue is gradually eluted in water during storage
of the oxygen absorbing agent in water. Further, the present
inventors have found that the elution of the metal hydroxide
residue results in an increase in pH of water as the storage
medium, leading to lowered oxygen absorption activity of the
oxygen absorbing agent. As a result of further studies, it has
been found that, when the oxygen absorbing agent is
immersed and stored in an acidic aqueous solution, the oxy-
gen absorbing agent can be stored while maintaining the
oxygen absorption activity. pH is a value determined from an
electromotive force measured with a glass electrode pH meter
using as a standard a pH value of a pH standard solution
specified in JIS (Japanese Industrial Standards) K 0211, K
0213, and Z 8805. The pH value is measured by a method
specified in JIS Z 8802 in the temperature range 0o 0 to 40° C.

Water is suitable as the storage medium in which the oxy-
gen absorbing agent is immersed, from the viewpoints of
safety and cost. Accordingly, an aqueous solution containing
an acid added thereto is used as the aqueous solution in which
the oxygen absorbing agent is immersed. The “acid” as used
herein means a substance that, when added to an aqueous
solution, donates protons to water molecules (H,O). The acid
is not particularly limited as long as it meets the above
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requirement. An acid having a pK, value of not less than 1 is
suitable for use. pK , means an acid dissociation constant that
is a constant defined by pK, =-log, K, wherein Ka is an
equilibrium constant in a dissociation equilibrium state:
HA=H*+A" and is [H*][A"]/[HA].

Preferred acids include inorganic acids such as phosphoric
acid, sulfuric acid, hydrofluoric acid, carbonic acid, oxalic
acid, and chloroacetic acid, or organic acids such as citric
acid, glycine, tartaric acid, malic acid, maleic acid, ascorbic
acid, gallic acid, lactic acid, and uric acid. Among them, citric
acid, malic acid, tartaric acid, and maleic acid are preferred.

The concentration of the aqueous solution containing an
acid added thereto is preferably in the range of S mMto 1 M.
When the oxygen absorbing agent is stored in the acidic
aqueous solution having this concentration, a lowering in
oxygen absorption activity with the elapse of time can be
further suppressed.

In the present invention, preferably, the oxygen absorbing
agent is immersed and stored at room temperature in an
aqueous solution in an amount of twice the weight of the
oxygen absorbing agent. When the amount of the aqueous
solution is smaller than the above-defined range, in some
cases, the oxygen absorbing agent cannot be satisfactorily
immersed in the aqueous solution, resulting in a reduced
effect.

Storing Method According to Third Aspect of the Present
Invention

The storing method according to the third aspect of the
present invention comprises immersing and storing the oxy-
gen absorbing agent in an aqueous solution while maintaining
pH ofthe aqueous solution at 11 orless. The present inventors
have noticed that, due to the treatment with an alkali such as
sodium hydroxide for elution of the component (B) in the
production of the oxygen absorbing agent, a metal hydroxide
such as sodium hydroxide stays within pores formed in the
metal formed by the elution of the component (B) and cannot
be fully removed after the step of water washing and the metal
hydroxide residue is gradually eluted in water during storage
of the oxygen absorbing agent in water. Further, the present
inventors have found that the elution of the metal hydroxide
residue results in an increase in pH of water as the storage
medium, leading to lowered oxygen absorption activity of the
oxygen absorbing agent. As a result of further studies, it has
been found that, when the oxygen absorbing agent is
immersed and stored in the storage medium while maintain-
ing the storage medium ata pH value of 11 or less, the oxygen
absorbing agent can be stored while maintaining the oxygen
absorption activity. pH is a value determined from an electro-
motive force measured with a glass electrode pH meter using
as a standard a pH value of a pH standard solution specified in
JIS (Japanese Industrial Standards) K 0211, K 0213, and Z
8805. The pH value is measured by a method specified in JIS
7. 8802 in a temperature range of 0° C. to 40° C.

Water is suitable as the storage medium in which the oxy-
gen absorbing agent is immersed, from the viewpoints of
safety and cost. When the storage medium (aqueous solution)
is water to which a buffering solution has been added, that is,
has a buffer action, the aqueous solution can be maintained at
apH value of 11 or less even in storage of the oxygen absorb-
ing agent for a long period of time. When the oxygen absorb-
ing agent is stored in the aqueous solution having a buffer
action, the pH value of the aqueous solution is preferably in
the range of 7 to 11. When the oxygen absorbing agent is
stored in an acidic aqueous solution, disadvantageously, there
is a possibility that the component (A) (for example, iron (Fe)
component) in the oxygen absorbing agent is dissolved in the
aqueous solution.
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The buffer solution to be added to water is preferably a pH
buffer solution comprising at least one weak acid and strong
base selected from inorganic acids and organic acids, or a pH
buffer solution comprising a weak acid and a salt of the weak
acid. The term “weak acid” as used herein means an acid
having a pKa (acid dissociation constant) of not less than 2,
and the term “strong base” as used herein means a base having
a pKb (base dissociation constant) of not more than 0 (zero).

One or more buffer solutions selected from a 3,3-dimeth-
ylglutaric acid/sodium hydroxide buffer solution, a 3,3-dim-
ethylglutaric acid/sodium hydroxide/sodium chloride buffer
solution, a sodium cacodylate/hydrochloric acid buffer solu-
tion, a maleic acid/trishydroxymethylaminomethane/sodium
hydroxide buffer solution, a potassium dihydrogenphos-
phate/sodium hydroxide buffer solution, a phosphate buffer
solution, an imidazole/hydrochloric acid buffer solution, a
2.4,6-trimethylpyridine/hydrochloric acid buffer solution, a
triethanolamine hydrochloride/sodium hydroxide buffer
solution, a sodium 5,5-diethylbarbiturate/hydrochloric acid
buffer solution, an N-ethylmorpholine/hydrochloric acid
buffer solution, a sodium pyrophosphate/hydrochloric acid
buffer solution, a Tris/hydrochloric acid buffer solution, a
Bicine/sodium hydroxide buffer solution, a 2-amino-2-meth-
ylpropane-1,3-diol/hydrochloric acid buffer solution, a
diethanolamine/hydrochloric acid buffer solution, a potas-
sium p-phenolsulfonate/sodium hydroxide buffer solution, a
boric acid/sodium hydroxide buffer solution, a sodium
borate/hydrochloric acid buffer solution, an ammonia/ammo-
nium chloride buffer solution, a sodium carbonate/sodium
hydrogencarbonate buffer solution, a sodium borate/sodium
hydroxide buffer solution, a sodium hydrogencarbonate/so-
dium hydroxide buffer solution, a glycine/sodium hydroxide
buffer solution, and a sodium hydrogenphosphate/sodium
hydroxide buffer solution are suitable as the pH buffer solu-
tion in the present invention. A glycine/sodium hydroxide
buffer solution is particularly preferred.

The concentration of the aqueous solution may vary
depending upon the amount of the oxygen absorbing agent
immersed but is preferably 5 mM or more and a saturated
concentration or less. The saturated concentration means the
concentration of the largest amount of solute that can be
dissolved in a given amount of water under certain tempera-
ture conditions. When the concentration of the aqueous solu-
tion is lower, the influence of the solute on the oxygen absorb-
ing agent which is the storage object is smaller. However,
when the concentration of the aqueous solution is excessively
low, there is possibility that the buffering function cannot be
maintained. Accordingly, a concentration of not less than 5
mM is necessary. On the other hand, the upper limit of the
concentration of the aqueous solution is not particularly lim-
ited. However, the upper limit of the concentration of the
aqueous solution is generally about 5 M from the viewpoint of
a problem of the preparation of the aqueous solution.

In the present invention, preferably, the oxygen absorbing
agent is immersed and stored at room temperature in an
aqueous solution in an amount of twice the weight of the
oxygen absorbing agent. When the amount of the aqueous
solution is smaller than the above-defined range, in some
case, the oxygen absorbing agent cannot be satisfactorily
immersed in the aqueous solution, leading to a reduced effect.

After storage, in use of the oxygen absorbing agent, the
oxygen absorbing agent may be taken out from the aqueous
solution having pH 7 to pH 11 followed by drying. However,
as described above, the oxygen absorbing agent is likely to be
deteriorated by oxidation in the air. Accordingly, from the
viewpoint of preventing a lowering in oxygen absorption
activity, for example, a method is preferably adopted in
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which, before use, the oxygen absorbing agent is dried under
such conditions that the influence of oxygen is removed as
much as possible, for example, by vacuum drying.

The oxygen absorbing agent according to the present
invention can absorb oxygen regardless of water activity and
can be applied to a region having high water activity to a
region having a low water activity. Further, the oxygen
absorbing agent according to the present invention is suitable
for commodities that have low water activity and should be
stored under low-humidity drying conditions. The water
activity refers to a measure of the content of free water in
commodities and is expressed by a numeral value of 0 to 1
wherein the water activity of water-free commodities is 0
(zero) and the water activity of pure water is 1. That is, the
water activity is defined as follows.

Aw=P/Py,=RH/100

wherein Aw represents the water activity of a commodity;
P represents a water vapor pressure within a space after the
commodity is hermetically sealed and is brought to an equi-
librium state; P, represents a water vapor pressure of pure
water; and RH represents a relative humidity within the space,
%.

In order to store commodities having a low water content
that should be stored under low-humidity conditions, the
relative humidity (RH) of an atmosphere in which the com-
modities having a low water content are stored is preferably
20 to 70%, more preferably 20 to 50%. The water content of
commodities having a low water content is preferably not
more than 50% by weight, more preferably not more than
30% by weight, particularly preferably not more than 10% by
weight. Commodities having a low water content (products to
be packaged) that should be stored under low-humidity con-
ditions include, for example, foods and pharmaceutical prod-
ucts that are weak against an increase in water content and are
required to avoid inclusion of foreign materials, for example,
powdery and granular foods (powder soups, powder bever-
ages, powder confectioneries, seasoners, grain powders,
nutritional foods, health foods, artificial colors, flavoring
agents, and spices and condiments), powdery and granular
pharmaceutical products (medicinal powders, powdered
soaps, toothpastes, and heavy chemicals), and molded prod-
ucts (tablets) thereof. In particular, when the products to be
packaged are filled into oxygen absorbing packaging bodies
which will be described later, oxygen in an atmosphere, even
in a moisture-free or substantially moisture-free atmosphere,
can be absorbed and removed on the same level as that
attained by conventional oxygen scavengers. Accordingly,
the oxygen absorbing agent is suitable for use in applications
where an atmosphere in packages of dried foods, pharmaceu-
tical products, and electronic materials, which are weak
against moisture and for which conventional oxygen scaven-
gers cannot be applied, is brought to an oxygen-free state. The
oxygen absorbing agent is suitable for use, for example, in
dried foods such as powder seasoners, powder coffees, coffee
beans, rices, teas, beans, baked rice chips, and rice crackers,
pharmaceutical products and health foods such as vitamin
preparations.

The oxygen absorbing packaged body according to a fur-
ther embodiment of the present invention comprises: the
above oxygen absorbing agent; and a packaging material, the
whole or a part of which is formed of an air-permeable pack-
aging material, the oxygen absorbing agent having been
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packaged into the packaging material. Examples of the pack-
aging material include a packaging material prepared by
laminating two air-permeable packaging materials and form-
ing a bag from the laminate, a packaging material prepared by
laminating one air-permeable packaging material and one
air-impermeable packaging material and forming a bag from
the laminate, and a packaging material prepared by folding
one air-permeable packaging material and mutually sealing
edges except for the folded part to form a bag. Packaging
materials permeable to oxygen and carbon dioxide are usable
as the air-permeable material. Examples of such air-perme-
able packaging materials include papers, nonwoven fabrics,
and conventional plastic films that have been treated to render
them permeable to air.

EXAMPLES

The present invention is further illustrated by the following
Examples. However, the present invention is by no means to
be construed as being limited to them.

Production and Evaluation of Oxygen Absorbing
Agent

Example 1

An Al (aluminum) powder (50% by weight) and an Fe
(iron) powder (50% by weight) were mixed together and were
dissolved in each other in nitrogen to obtain an Al—Fe alloy.
The Al—Fe alloy thus obtained was ground with a jaw
crusher, a roll crusher, and a ball mill, and the ground product
was classified with a net having an opening of 200 meshes
(0.075 mm) to obtain an Al—Fe alloy having a particle size of
not more than 200 meshes. The Al—Fe alloy powder (100 g)
thus obtained was mixed while stirring for one hrina 25% (by
weight) aqueous sodium hydroxide solution of 50° C. The
mixed solution was allowed to stand, and the upper layer
liquid was removed. The residual precipitate was washed
with distilled water until pH became 10 or less to obtain a
porous Al—Fe metal powder. In order to avoid contact with
oxygen, the porous metal powder was obtained by a reaction
in an aqueous solution.

The porous metal powder thus obtained was dried in vacuo
under conditions of not more than 200 Paand 50° C. to awater
content of not more than 1% by weight to obtain a dried
product of a porous Al—Fe metal powder. The porous Al—Fe
metal powder had a bulk density of 1.4 g/cm® (as measured
according to JIS Z 2504). The dried product of the porous
Al—Fe metal powder (1 g) was dissolved in a small amount
of hydrochloric acid, and the solution was diluted with pure
water to prepare S0 mL of'a diluted solution. The content of Al
in the metal powder thus obtained was calculated by an ICP
method (ICPE-9000 (multitype), manufactured by Shimadzu
Seisakusho [td.) using the diluted solution.

The average particle diameter of the metal powder was
measured with a particle size/shape distribution measuring
device (“PITA-2,” manufactured by Seishin Enterprise Co.,
Ltd.) and was found to be about 30 pm. The specific surface
area of the metal powder was measured with an automatic
specific surface area measuring device (GEMINI VII2390,
manufactured by Shimadzu Seisakusho Ltd.) and was found
to be 24.0 m*/g.
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The metal powder (1 g) was packaged in an air-permeable
small bag and, together with a desiccant, was placed in a gas
barrier bag (an Al foil-laminated plastic bag). The gas barrier
bag was filled with 500 mL. of air (oxygen concentration:
20.9% by volume), was hermetically sealed, and was stored at
25° C. for one day. The concentration of oxygen within the
gas barrier bag after the storage was measured by gas chro-
matography and was found to be 17.5% by volume. The
amount of oxygen absorbed was calculated from the mea-
sured oxygen concentration and was found to be 21.0 mL/g.

Examples 2 to 10

Porous Al—Fe metal powders were prepared in the same
manner as in Example 1, except that the amounts of Al and Fe
incorporated, the concentration and temperature of the aque-
ous sodium hydroxide solution, and the time for mixing while
stirring in the aqueous sodium hydroxide solution were var-
ied. For the metal powders thus obtained, the average particle
diameter, the specific surface area, the bulk density, the Al
content, the oxygen concentration, and the oxygen absorbing
capability were measured in the same manner as in Example
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Comparative Example 1

An Fe powder (purchased from JFE Steel Corporation) (1
g), together with 500 mL of air having a relative humidity of
not more than 10% RH (25° C.), was sealed in a gas barrier
bag (an Al foil-laminated plastic bag), and the gas barrier bag
was stored at 25° C. for one day. The concentration of oxygen
within the gas barrier bag after the storage was measured in
the same manner as in Example 1 and was found to be 20.7%
by volume (Table 1, calculated value of oxygen absorbed per
g of Fe powder: 1 mL/g).

Comparative Example 2

The oxygen absorbing capability was measured in the
same manner as in Comparative Example 1, except that an Ni
powder (purchased from Toho Titanium Co., Ltd.) (1 g) was
used instead of the Fe powder. As a result, the oxygen absorb-
ing capability was found to be 20.7% by volume (Table 1,
calculated value of oxygen absorbed per g of Ni powder: 1
ml/g).

The results of evaluation of Examples 1 to 11 and Com-
parative Examples 1 and 2 were as shown in Table 1.

TABLE 1
Comparative
Example Example
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 1 2
Metal powder used Porous Al—Fe metal powder Porous Fe Ni
Al—Ni powder powder
metal
powder
Average particle About  About About About About About About About About About About  About About
diameter (um) 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 200 0.4
Specific surface area 24 29 36 40 41 39 39 38 37 37 20 1 2
(m?/g)
Bulk density (g/cm?) 1.4 0.9 1.4 14 1.4 14 1.4 14 14 1.4 1.4 2.4 2.5
Al content (wt %) 13 3 5 3 2 2 3 5 4 3 8 1or 1or
less less
Oxygen concentration 17.5 4.7 6 14 15 9 14 14 14 14 5.8 20.7 20.7
(vol %)
Amount of oxygen 21 85 80 140 120 220 140 130 130 130 80 1 1
absorbed (mL/g)
45

1. For Examples 5, 8 to 11, and 13, in the measurement of the
oxygen concentration, the amount of the metal powder pack-
aged within the air-permeable small bag was changed from 1
gto03 g.

Example 11

An Al—Ni alloy powder was obtained in the same manner
as in Example 1, except that an Ni (nickel) powder was used
instead of the Fe powder. The Al-—Ni alloy powder (100 g)
thus obtained was mixed while stirring for one hrina 25% (by
weight) aqueous sodium hydroxide solution of 90° C. The
mixed solution was allowed to stand, and the upper layer
liquid was removed. The residual precipitate was washed
with distilled water until pH became 10 or less to obtain a
porous Al—Ni metal powder. For the metal powders thus
obtained, the average particle diameter, the specific surface
area, the bulk density, the Al content, the oxygen concentra-
tion, and the oxygen absorbing capability were measured in
the same manner as in Example 1.
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As is apparent from the results of evaluation shown in Table
1, the amount of oxygen absorbed by the oxygen absorbing
agents according to the present invention was as high as not
less than 20 ml./g even in a low-humidity atmosphere having
a relative humidity of about 5% RH (25° C.).

Example 12

The porous Al—Fe metal powder (0.5 g) obtained in
Example 8 was packaged in an air-permeable small bag and
was then placed in a gas barrier bag (an Al foil-laminated
plastic bag). The gas barrier bag was filled with 500 mL of dry
air (relative humidity: not more than 1% RH, oxygen concen-
tration: 20.9% by volume), was hermetically sealed, and was
stored at 25° C. for 7 days. The concentration of oxygen
within the gas barrier bag just after the storage and 3 hr, 4
days, and 7 days after the start of the storage was measured.
Further, the oxygen concentration was measured in the same
manner as described just above, except that the air filled into
the small bag was changed to air having a relative humidity of
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100% RH. The amount of oxygen absorbed was calculated
from the measured oxygen concentration. The results were as
shown in Table 2 below.

TABLE 2 5

Oxygen concentration Oxygen absorption
(vol %) amount (mL/g)

Storage Air with Air with Air with Air with

time 1%RHorless 100% RH 1% RHorless 100%RH 1
0 hr 20.9 20.9 0 0

3hr 10.5 11.1 116 110

4 days 9.35 9.9 127 122

7 days 8.93 9.58 131 125

15
As is apparent from the results of evaluation shown in Table
2, the oxygen absorbing agent according to the present inven-
tion can maintain a high level of oxygen absorption amount
over a long period of time regardless of the humidity of air.
20
Storage of Oxygen Absorbing Agent in Acidic
Agqueous Solution

An Al (aluminum) powder (50% by weight) and an Fe
(iron) powder (50% by weight) were mixed together and were
dissolved in each other in nitrogen to obtain an Al—Fe alloy.
The Al—Fe alloy thus obtained was ground with a jaw
crusher, a roll crusher, and a ball mill, and the ground product
was classified with a net having an opening of 200 meshes
(0.075 mm) to obtain an Al—Fe alloy having a particle size of
not more than 200 meshes. The Al—Fe alloy powder (150 g)
thus obtained was mixed while stirring for one hrina 30% (by
weight) aqueous sodium hydroxide solution of 50° C. The
mixed solution was allowed to stand, and the upper layer
liquid was removed. The residual precipitate was washed
with distilled water until pH became 10 or less to obtain a
porous Al—Fe metal powder. In order to avoid contact with
oxygen, the porous metal powder was obtained by a reaction
in an aqueous solution.

The porous metal powder thus obtained was dried in vacuo
under conditions of not more than 200 Paand 80° C. to a water
content of not more than 1% by weight to obtain a dried
product of a porous Al—Fe metal powder. The metal powder
thus obtained had a bulk density of 1.3 g/cm® (as measured
according to JIS Z 2504). The dried product (1 g) was pack-
aged in an air-permeable small bag and, together with a des-
iccant, was placed in a gas barrier bag (an Al foil-laminated
plastic bag). The gas barrier bag was filled with 500 mL of air
(oxygen concentration: 20.9% by volume), was hermetically
sealed, and was stored at 25° C. for one day.

The concentration of oxygen within the gas barrier bag
after the storage at 25° C. for one day was measured by gas
chromatography and was found to be 4.1% by volume. The
amount of oxygen absorbed was calculated from the reduced
oxygen concentration within the gas barrier bag and was
found to be 87.6 mL/g.

The average particle diameter of the porous Al—Fe metal
powder was measured with a particle size/shape distribution
measuring device (“PITA-2,” manufactured by Seishin Enter-
prise Co., Ltd.) and was found to be 31 pum. The specific
surface area of the metal powder was measured with an auto-
matic specific surface area measuring device (GEMINI
V112390, manufactured by Shimadzu Seisakusho [.td.) and
was found to be 37.0 m*/g.
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Example 13
65
The oxygen absorbing agent composed of the porous
Al—Fe metal powder prepared as described above (1 g) was
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immersed and stored in 2 mL of an aqueous storing solution
prepared by adding citric acid to water to a concentration of
0.1 M. After the storage of the oxygen absorbing agent in the
storing solution for 14 days, the oxygen absorbing agent was
separated from the storing solution by filtration and was dried
in vacuo to a water content of not more than 1% by weight as
measured under conditions of not more than 200 Pa and 50°
C. Thereafter, in the same manner as described above, the
oxygen concentration is measured, and the amount of oxygen
absorbed by the oxygen absorbing agent after elapse of 14
days from the start of the storage was calculated. Oxygen
absorbing capability retention (%) was calculated from the
oxygen absorption amount thus obtained by the following
equation.

Oxygen absorbing capability retention (%)=(Oxygen
absorption amount after elapse of 14 days from
the start of the storage)/(Oxygen absorption
amount just after the preparation)x100

The results were as shown in Table 3 below.
Examples 14 to 16

The measurement was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 13, except that the concentration of citric acid was
varied as shown in Table 3 below. The results of measurement
were as shown in Table 3 below.

Example 17

The measurement was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 13, except that malic acid was used instead of citric
acid as the acid for the storing solution. The results of mea-
surement were as shown in Table 3 below.

Examples 18 to 20

The measurement was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 17, except that the concentration of malic acid was
varied as shown in Table 3 below. The results of measurement
were as shown in Table 3 below.

Examples 21 to 24

The measurement was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 13, except that acids listed in Table 3 below were
used instead of citric acid as the acid for the storing solution.
The results of measurement were as shown in Table 3 below.

Comparative Example 3
The measurement was carried out in the same manner as in

Example 13, except that water was used as the storing solu-
tion. The results of measurement were as shown in Table 3

below.
TABLE 3
Oxygen
absorbing
capability
Acid Concentration PK, retention (%)
Example 13 Citric acid 0.1M pK, =3.15 100
Example 14 0.25M 100
Example 15 0.05M 90
Example 16 0.01M 40
Example 17 Malic acid 0.1M pK, =34 70
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TABLE 3-continued
Oxygen
absorbing
capability
Acid Concentration PK, retention (%)
Example 18 0.25M 100
Example 19 0.05M 50
Example 20 0.01M 40
Example 21  Glycine 0.1M pKa=2.34 90
(carboxyl
group)
Example 22 Ascorbic 0.1M pK,; =4.17 80
acid
Example 23 Tartaric acid 0.1M pK,1=3.0 100
Example 24  Maleic acid 0.1M pK,; =1.84 100
Comparative — — — 25
Example 3

As is apparent from the results of evaluation shown in Table
3 above, according to the method for storing an oxygen
absorbing agent according to the present invention, the oxy-
gen absorption activity of the oxygen absorbing agent can be
maintained using a highly safe aqueous solution as a storing
solution.
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Example 26

The calculation of the oxygen absorbing capability reten-
tion (%) was carried out in the same manner as in Example 25,
except that the mixing ratio between the aqueous sodium
hydrogenphosphate solution and the aqueous sodium dihy-
drogenphosphate solution added was varied to prepare a
buffer solution having pH 8. The results were as shown in
Table 4 below.

Examples 27 to 32

The measurement was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 25, except that the composition of the solute in the
storing solution was varied as shown in Table 4 below. The
results were as shown in Table 4 below.

Comparative Example 4

The measurement was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 25, except that water was used as the storing solu-
tion. The results were as shown in Table 4 below.

pH of storing solution

0.1M, 1400 mL

TABLE 4
Oxygen
absorbing
After capability
storage Composition of solute retention (%)
7  Sodium hydrogenphosphate/sodium 50
dihydrogenphosphate
8  Sodium hydrogenphosphate/sodium 50
dihydrogenphosphate
9  Glycine/sodium hydroxide 100
9  Boric acid/potassium chloride/sodium hydroxide 100
10 Glycine/sodium hydroxide 100
10 Boric acid/potassium chloride/sodium hydroxide 100
11 Glycine/sodium hydroxide 20
11 Sodium hydrogenphosphate/sodium hydroxide 20
>11 — 25

Just after
preparation
Example 25 7
Example 26 8
Example 27 9
Example 28 9
Example 29 10
Example 30 10
Example 31 11
Example 32 11
Comparative 8
Example 4
Storage of Oxygen Absorbing Agent in Buffer 5
Solution
Example 25

A 0.1 M buffer solution was prepared by mixing 30.5 mL of
a 0.2 M aqueous sodium hydrogenphosphate solution with
19.5 mL of a 0.2 M aqueous sodium dihydrogenphosphate
solution and diluting the mixture with water to a total volume
0t 100 mL. The buffer solution had pH 7.0. Subsequently, the
oxygen absorbing agent (1 g) composed of the porous Al—Fe
metal powder used in Example 17 was immersed and stored
in 1400 mL of'the storing solution (buffer solution) prepared
as described above. After the elapse of one month from the
start of the storage, the oxygen absorbing agent was separated
from the storing solution by filtration. The oxygen absorbing
agent was dried in vacuo under conditions of not more than
200 Pa and 50° C. to a water content of not more than 1% by
weight. Thereafter, in the same manner as described above,
the oxygen concentration was measured, and the amount of
oxygen absorbed by the oxygen absorbing agent after the
elapse of one month from the start of the storage was calcu-
lated. The results were as shown in Table 4 below.

Examples 33 and 34

The measurement was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 25, except that the concentration of the solute in the
storing solution was changed to 1 M, the amount of the storing
solution was changed to 80 mL, and the composition of the
solute was as specified in Table 5. The results were as shown
in Table 5 below.

TABLE 5

pH of storing solution

1M, 80 mL Oxygen absorbing
Just after After Composition capability
preparation  storage of solute retention (%)
Example 33 9 9  Glycine/sodium 100
hydroxide
Example 34 11 11  Glycine/sodium 100
hydroxide
Comparative 8 >11 — 25
Example 4
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Examples 35 to 37

The measurement was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 25, except that the amount of the storing solution
was changed to 2 ml. and the composition of the solute was as
specified in Table 6. The results were as shown in Table 6
below.

TABLE 6
pH of storing Oxygen
solution (0.1M, 2 mL absorbing
Just after After Composition capability
preparation  storage of solute retention (%)
Example 35 10 11  Glycine/sodium 80
hydroxide
Example 36 10 12 Boric acid/ 60
potassium chloride/
sodium hydroxide
Example 37 11 12 Glycine/sodium 80
hydroxide
Comparative 8 >11 — 25
Example 4
Examples 38 to 40

The measurement was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 25, except that the concentration of the solute in the
storing solution was changed to 1 M, the amount of the storing
solution was changed to 2 mL., and the composition of the
solute was as specified in Table 7. The results were as shown
in Table 7 below.

TABLE 7
pH of storing Oxygen
solution (1M, 2 mL absorbing
Just after After Composition capability
preparation  storage of solute retention (%)
Example 38 10 10 Glycine/sodium 100
hydroxide
Example 39 10 11  Boric acid/ 100
potassium chloride/
sodium hydroxide
Example 40 11 11  Glycine/sodium 90
hydroxide
Comparative 8 >11 — 25
Example 4

As is apparent from the results of measurement of residual
oxygen absorption amount in Tables 4 to 7 above, the method
for storing an oxygen absorbing agent according to the
present invention can allow the oxygen absorption activity of
the oxygen absorbing agent to be maintained using a highly
safe aqueous solution as a storing solution.

The invention claimed is:

1. An oxygen absorbing agent comprising a metal powder,
the metal powder having been obtained by subjecting an alloy
powder comprising a component (A) and a component (B), a
particle diameter of the alloy powder being in a range of 5 to
200 pm;

component (A) comprising at least one transition metal

selected from the group consisting of manganese, iron,
platinum, and copper group metals, and

component (B) comprising at least one metal selected from

the group consisting of aluminum, zinc, tin, lead, mag-
nesium, and silicon
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to treatment with an acidic or alkaline aqueous solution to
elute and remove at least a part of the component (B)
from the alloy powder, wherein the specific surface area,
as measured by a BET method, of the metal powder
obtained by eluting and removing at least a part of the
component (B) is at least 20 m*/g.

2. The oxygen absorbing agent according to claim 1,
wherein the metal powder obtained by eluting and removing
at least a part of the component (B) is porous.

3. The oxygen absorbing agent according to claim 1,
wherein the component (A) is selected from the group con-
sisting of iron, cobalt, nickel, and copper.

4. The oxygen absorbing agent according to claim 1,
wherein the component (B) is aluminum.

5. The oxygen absorbing agent according to claim 1,
wherein the content of the component (B) in the metal powder
obtained by eluting and removing at least a part of the com-
ponent (B) is 0.01 to 50% by weight.

6. The oxygen absorbing agent according to claim 1,
wherein the acidic or alkaline aqueous solution for the treat-
ment is an aqueous sodium hydroxide solution.

7. The oxygen absorbing agent according to claim 1, which
has a capability of absorbing at least 5 mL of oxygen per g in
an atmosphere having a low humidity of 30% RH or less at
25° C.

8. An oxygen absorbing packaged body comprising: an
oxygen absorbing agent according to claim 1; and a packag-
ing material, the whole or a part of which is formed of an
air-permeable packaging material, the oxygen absorbing
agent having been packaged into the packaging material.

9. The oxygen absorbing agent according to claim 1,
wherein the content of the component (B) in the alloy powder
before eluting the component (B) is 30 to 70% by weight and
the content ofthe component B in the oxygen absorbing agent
is 0.0.1 to 50% by weight.

10. A method for storing an oxygen absorbing agent
according to claim 1, the method comprising:

immersing the oxygen absorbing agent according to claim

1 in an aqueous solution containing an acid added
thereto to store the oxygen absorbing agent.
11. The method for storing an oxygen absorbing agent
according to claim 10, wherein the acid has a pKa value of 1
or more.
12. The method for storing an oxygen absorbing agent
according to claim 10, wherein the acid is at least one inor-
ganic acid selected from the group consisting of phosphoric
acid, sulfuric acid, hydrofluoric acid, carbonic acid, oxalic
acid, and chloroacetic acid, or at least one organic acid
selected from the group consisting of citric acid, glycine,
tartaric acid, malic acid, maleic acid, ascorbic acid, gallic
acid, lactic acid, and uric acid.
13. The method for storing an oxygen absorbing agent
according to claim 10, wherein the aqueous solution contain-
ing the acid added thereto has a concentration of SmMto 1 M.
14. A method for storing an oxygen absorbing agent
according to claim 1, the method comprising:
immersing the oxygen absorbing agent according to claim
1 in an aqueous solution; and

storing the oxygen absorbing agent in the aqueous solution
while maintaining the aqueous solution at a pH value of
11 or less.

15. The method for storing an oxygen absorbing agent
according to claim 14, wherein the oxygen absorbing agent is
stored in the aqueous solution while maintaining the aqueous
solution at a pH value of 7to 11.

16. The method for storing an oxygen absorbing agent
according to claim 14, wherein the aqueous solution is a pH
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buffer solution comprising at least one weak acid and strong
base selected from inorganic acids and organic acids, or a pH
buffer solution comprising a weak acid and a salt of the weak
acid.

17. The method for storing an oxygen absorbing agent
according to claim 14, wherein the aqueous solution is a
buffer solution of boric acid/potassium chloride/sodium
hydroxide or a buffer solution of glycine/sodium hydroxide.

18. The method for storing an oxygen absorbing agent
according to claim 14, wherein the concentration of a solute
in the aqueous solution is from 5 mM to a saturating concen-
tration.
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